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Global context: CHINA
Political ambition vs legal ambiguity EUROPE
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« The compromise . The reallity \
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. ggétgd Nations Decade of Restoration (2021- * Legal instruments rarely define restoration
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* A restoration form remediation
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target 15 due to the lack of qualitative
standards
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International Treaties CHINA
Sl A EUROPE

Pollution Treaties Nature Treaties
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Continuum Gap
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Focus:
Nature

Remediation Restoration
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There is no legal bridge to pass from clean
ecossystem to recovered ecossytem
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European law for River and Freshwater  gjrope
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Contribution to river and aquatic

EU instrument Main focus e e
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Water Framework Directive Integrated water management Good ecological status and restoration
OKMEZEFE 4D LR K B E measures
R AR ZOIRIL S R 2 A e
Nature Restoration Law Ecosystem restoration Binding targets for restoring rivers and
CEARKEIED ESRAIE freshwater ecosystems
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Habitats & Birds Directives Biodiversity conservation Protection and restoration of aquatic habitats
(WY 2t % 2K 484) W2 Rt R and species
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Floods Directive Flood risk management Nature-based solutions and floodplain
(HLKFE 2D KX B B restoration
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Water quality directives Pollution reduction Enabling conditions for ecosystem recovery
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Good statts M Poor status I Unknown status [l Mandtatory data nat yet reporied andior disciased

PRESSURES TO SURFACE WATER
X LR K ¥ 77
Natural flow and physical features: Point source pollution: Diffuse pollution: Diffuse atmospheric pollution:
dams, flood protection, drainage waste water treatment plants, agriculture, septic tanks, coal bumming, vehicle emissions
industry, storm overflows runoff
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PRESSURES TO GROUNDWATER

Point source pollution: Diffuse pollution: Abstraction:
contaminated land, agriculture, urban runoff, public water supply,
waste disposal sites septic tanks agriculture, industry

: https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/publications/eea-signals-2024/infographics/pressures-on-the-water-environment-as-in-the-water-framework-
tm_source=chatgpt.com

+  https:Re8FEFRHARaters.eu/map-database/?2utm_source=chatgpt.com
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N RL Nature Restoration Law process took more than three years
to be approved, but it was finally approved on the 17! of

Process of approval June 2024 and publish on 29t of July 2024 on the Journal of
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The New Nature Restoration Law C e

Y AT S ) Water Platform
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* For the first time a legal defipition of restoration ..
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Included Excluded
BEHNE HERR N A

Species composition Threats removal
LR B B
Community Structure Phisical conditions
HEVK 4 1 PP 2% A
Ecossistem Functions Chemical conditions
LB RGIRE (LR s

» |Legal weakening of the initial proposal

BTIE 1 2 - 1 1

« Consequence: by ignorin g phyS|co -chemical conditions the regulation ignores the success of
restoration |n areas with pollution histo
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European Union: CHINA
Terminological Inconsistency i
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« Conflict of Meanings (examples)

Frequency of the term in European Directives & U phge GRED
S * Environmental Liability Directive:
oy . ‘Restoration” is a means for primary remediation.
Mitigation R L) .
"k PRI AN E BRI T B
. + Habitats Directive:
ReSt(?r?_tlon ‘Restoration”is a conservation measure aimed at
V3 achieving Favourable Conservation Status.
° ((m;aﬂﬂ%é» H B
Compensation “DRIL7 e — A SEIAFRIIRAL Iy H AR RSB -
AME « Water Framework Directive:
L Uses a different concept, focused on physico-
Remediation chemical parameters.
(£33 (KHERIEL)D -

KRR S, EAREYMENESH.

he term Mitigation dominates, while “Restoration” changes of meaning according to the directive
s —d b 2R, @ UL GELHMEATR AR AR
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Chlnese legislation C e

Water Platform
£ 37 75
» Focus: Ecological Civilization Term use in Chinese legislation
B AR CH P 2k ¥ KiE A

60,74%

« Context: Strong support of action for Ecological
civilization
TR KRICFESIHERITS)

* Division: Pollution laws focus in remediation;
Conservation laws focus in protection

AR SYWEEEMETEE . RIVEERE NN E R

1,00%
» Gap: Lack of legal definition and reference — -
ecosystem . ' —
EPR. B IHRREERE X 55 ER ARG R Xiu Fu/Hui Fu  Rehabilitation

Xiu Fu (f8£) e Hui Fu (1% %5)

)

Meaning “restoration” and “repair
A}Lﬁ “ﬁ/— » “{%;E”



Comparative diagnosis

LERL 12 I

Consequences:

IEES

Regulators enforce poor performance
restoration projects

B AL 35 ) AT RCR AN B AR E B I H

Waste of resources in poor performance
projects

BEIRIR B T IR R I H A

Lack of transition: Remediated sites rarely are
forced to be restored

Bz g AEE SERTIAHVR D LR i — D
TFRAESKE

IMEA

(Internacional)

7!\

Fragmented
definition

and lack of
continuum

CHINA
EUROPE
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Integrety of the ecossystem
A5 4% kR

\V/

The technical problem

Recovery towards a pristine
reference (Native state)

"hE/ FHEH
(Remediation)

Reference post damange
Objective: only safety
RELAE AL KRt
Time
at i

Restoration
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£) Restoration
Objective
Damage/Pollution % 484z
event

Current pattern

AN (154)

CHINA
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Water Platform

For Restoration to work, we
need to have legally:

y
NEIREA R, AT EAE A
1

Baseline: how it was prior to
damage

L RZMHTHPRE

Reference: what is our ideal?
2% WATWERE Hbre A4

Current failure: legislation uses
the post pollution event as
reference limiting the ambition
BRI b ST TS e
ﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ%,@ﬂTm



An opportunity! C e
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“The process of assistin %the recovery of na ecossistema that has been degraded,
damagedtor restores with the goal of reaching the substancial recovery in relation to an
riate reference..

HE%E% xh,Lﬁﬂﬁiu%% SRERIERE, BAESLINETIE IS H MR

SR S
- Remediation/Rehabilitation
BE/ER KR

Continuum Initial stages (Clean/repair) Final stages (full recovery)

LG WILERY B GEE/AETD WA B (GEEWED

Baseline The state of the ecossystem prior to the pollution event Native and Pristine ecossystem

825 SRBAITHAES RGNS FA KRR R G

Objective Security and basic functions At least favourable conservation status

H b 7 N TR T RE DIk B A RIIRIL

nta e; Garanties co tual flexibility without sacrificing the ecological ambition
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Global Proposal Challenge CHINA
BRI R P EUROPE

Agreement on
legal definitions
expressed in
MEAs
NS R A TS L
| R GAERA 2L

* Funtion: Harmonize the language in International Treaties devoted to Conservation and Pollution

ThEE: PhRBU) TSR S5 396 B E PRt ARG &

» Leadership: Europe and China as both regions have currently the most advanced legal frameworks

SRS WS rh EIEE G100, D > i A 5 38 AOVR R AE 2

« Cleaning pollution is only the first step for nature restoration. We need a level up!

FRERNEREREKRNE —F, BINFTHERREREZH!



Meanwhile... New tools! CHINA

. ) EUROPE
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Water Platform
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Real time
|i data i!
Real world

Dlgltal twin
'Y P

Er s
o

EU - CHINA
Cooperation on Water

o TEKRBEE

{ )

Y
Decision
support

2 SR

Learning from Payments for
Ecosystem Services

Implementation in China to @

improve freshwater ecosystem
status in Europe
BEEPEESRERS (TSR LW PANEEONR K ES R KRR
INTECOL, TARTU
Restoration - f“u"ng:iz‘" Union J u Iy, 202 5
Biodiversity
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Where to test It:
AN __ EUROPE_

-
n B R

Alqueva Dam is a multipurpose dam in Portugal operated by EDIA:
B_I/T'\_ﬁﬁj( NE—EBANTREETNZINEAIN - HEDIARTIIZE
It is the biggest artificial lake in Europe with 250 km?
XERUOMERARRALS - EiRIA250FE AL/ E
Length of the reservoir: 83 km.
KEKE : 831/E,
Albufeira banks: 1160 km.
FRI/RABHRDAFEZ © 11608 E,
Total capacity: 4,150 hm? (at an elevation of 152 m).
REAR :4,150iAF 8K (WABIH152K) .
Useful capacity: 3,150 hm?3 (at an elevation of 130 m).
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Where to test It:
WA HD 2
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It has severe environmental problems with:

FEMENMMEOR

- Nutrient loads and temperature due to
ERYAERELDR (ENRE )

- Exotics species
S¢S

- Deficient Riparian areas
AEHAE

- Water management and availability problems
KEFIREBE SO RO

- Costs are not always

A IE D B[R BIAMBE S P E A RE]

pa e M i ATV T m—

— A e,
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2Foa. - :
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CHINA
Next steps! EUROPE
_F—A y ! Water Platform

v Visit to Chinese PES River Basin
ERPEESRHRARSTERE
v’ Feasibility study!
A[{TIERSE !
v Test it!

AMiE |

Restoration
Biodiversity
Ecosystem Services






CHINA
EUROPE

Water Platform

Thank you!
EORENp AN

aimendes®@uevora.pt

y Twitter @ChinaEUwater


http://www.cewp.eu/
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