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The status quo of the supply of safe
drinking water for rural areas In
China
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The Chinesegovernmenthasattacheagreatimportanceto the supply of safedrinking waterin rural areas
overtheyearsandproceedeavith thetaskby includingit in the nationaldevelopmenplan Since200Q the
Ministry of Water Resourcefasbeencompiling five-year plansfor the supply of safedrinking water for

C h I nmumabaseas The planslist the objectives key tasks,engineeringorojectsunderplan andmeasureso

be taken The objectivesand tasks have beendivided on an annual basis and been allocatedto local

governmentdo ensurethe responsibilitiesarefulfilled by governmentst all levels Everyfive yearssince
200Q county governmentsare requiredto compile a new five-year plan for safedrinking water supply in

C h i nrard areas The progressof the engineeringprojects mentionedin the plans will be checked
regularlyandbeincludedin relevantassessmengpthatthe planscanbeimplementedgmoothly
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With years of efforts, C h i nrarél sareas have seen significant
achievements the supplyof safedrinkingwaterin C h i nmumadaseas
First, problems related to drinking water safetyin Ch i nrarals
areashave beencompletely solved In 2009 Chinaachieveda United
Nations Millennium DevelopmentGoal of A h a | the mugber of
peoplewithout accesdo safedrinkingw a t & yearsaheadof schedule
By theendof 2020 Chinahaswon the battleof drinking watersafetyin
rural areas,which hasbeenevidencedby the fact that drinking water
containing excessiveamount of fluoride and brackish water can no
longer be seenin rural areas, farmersand herdsmenare getting water
from waterpipesratherthanwaterbuckets andrural residentsxow have Reducetheintergenerational
accesso i s alfinkingw a t @otjastii d r i wate€o.n g transmissiorof dental fluorosis s
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Second,a complete engineering system has taken
shape By the end of 2021, 827 water supply
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rural areas benefitinga total of 900million residents %
In rural areasand permanentesidentsn urbanareas S R = - T ~
below the countylevel 84% of the populationsin [« 7 ety BTN e
rural areasnow haveaccesdo tapwatet Thefigure & = = - - :

IS basedon tap waterto-householdprojectscovering
more than 100 residentsper , and projectscovering
lessthan100residentsarenotincluded)
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Third, management and maintenance methods continue to be
Improved. In termsof drinking watersafetymanagemenn rural areasthe g1 g
Ar es p o nferigbvernmertaitreesl e v e | mwimafytrebpensibilityy
for local p e 0 pdowemmerd, the responsibilityof industry supervision
for countylevel administrativedepartmentgor waterresourcesand the
responsibilityof operationfor water supply organizations) and frules in #;:

three a s p e @nstikites, regulatlonsand budgetsfor the operation of s L ]
Skl i
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areashavebeenfully establishedndplayedtheirroles An overallprlcmg k A
andfee collection hasbeenconductedor 560 thousandcentralizedwater

supply projectsfor rural areas eachof which coversover 100 people,

which boostsheregularoperationof the projects
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Fourth, ethnic unity has beengreatly strengthenedwith

social harmony and stability having been maintained.

Governmentsat all levels have invested more capital in

ethniecminority areasand provided more support for the
water supply for theseareas Our people are able to use
washingmachinesflush toilets and solarwaterheatersafter
getting accessto tap water Additionally, the courtyard
economy has bloomed as well, living conditionsin rural
areashaveimproved,and peopleare getting more satisfied
with theexperiencef usingwater
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Policiesaiming to ensurethe supply
of safe drinking water for rural
areas in China



1. Differentiated investment policiesadopted

2000 2021
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Centratlevel capital has beeninclined to the westernand K2 ‘/v \2 S |
central parts of China, especiallyto special groups and & ‘% )
disadvantagedgroups Preliminary statistics show that,
during 2000 to 2021, water supply engineeringprojectsin
rural China attractedthe investmentof 563 billion RMB,
22038 billion RMB of which was centralcapital,accounting §

for 39% of thetotal investment

10



’ y ke A 2. The investing and financing tools leveaged

2022 10 10
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In recentyears,capitalfrom governmentst all levelshavebeenfully usedasa
guide Togetherwith policy banks,we have introduceda seriesof financial 4 A
policies including loan extension,lending rate reduction and lowering the = ﬁ g i S
requirementfor project capitals Thesepolicies allow us to back the water ===t % |
supply engineeringprojects in rural areasand attract social capitals to be o
engagedn the constructionand managemenof water supply projectsin rural
projects Water supply engineering projects in rural China attracted the *©
investmentof 88.1 billion RMB from January2022 to October2022 among
which governmentsat all levels contributed54.1billion RMB, accountingfor
61.4% of the total investment,while 34 billion RMB were from bank loans,
socialcapitalsandotherresourcesaccountingor 38.6% of thetotal investment




3. Inclusiveand favorable policieslaunched.
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Land use land use in rural areas has been included in the mast
plan of land use at national level; approval procedures have be
streamlined; land use for water supply projects in rural areas has
been prioritized.

Electricity use electricity used for water supply projects in rural = - : sy
areas Is charged based on residential electricity rates or the rates for
agriculture irrigation and drainage, which helps to reduce the cost  + 3§
of water supply by 15% to 30% for water lifting and irrigation
projects.

Tax: We have waived or reduced taxes on water bill revenue
gained from supplying water for farmer households

= =
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We have accelerated the procedure of the pricing and charging of
all centralized water supply projects for rural areas. Additionall
maintenance funds for water supply projects for rural areas are
Included in central government subsidies. Furthermore, we prc
adequate subsidies for projects where revenues fail to cover
supply costs due to the small scale of water supply, the small
amount of population that the projects cover, high costs of

operation and water bills. All these measures have advanced t
regular operation of the projects and created an enabling
environment that attracts banks to issue their loans and social
entities to makevestments.
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’ 5. Accountability policiesimplemented

2020 2021

Watersupplyprojectsfor rural areashavebeenconductedunder
the schemeof i 0 r g a hyi tlzeecenhtral government,taken
chargeby provincelevel governmentsand implementedoy city
and countylevel g ov er n.meBefores 02020 the
Implementationof the schemehas beenincludedin then T w ¢
Assurancesand Three Gu a r a nassessnsepfor the battle
against poverty After 2021, it has been included in the
assessmendf cementingpoverty alleviation achievementand
rural rejuvenation Meanwhile,as one of the most strict part of
waterresourceassessmentonductecby the centralgovernment
to local governmentsit could force local bodiesto fulfill their
responsibilitieandensurenvorksbe carriedout smoothly l :
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1e U, Measures to baaken

Take measuresto support the water supply for rural areas based on
modernizatiorwith Chinesecharacteristicso advanceuralurbanintegration,
aswell asoverallrural rejuvenatioranddevelopment N -
U First, to carry out stable water source engineeringprojects. We planto wast= T
uselargeandmediumsizedreservoirswaterdiversionandtransferprojectSg. '; [ a
and key projectsof the nationalwater network as the water resourcedor T
watersupplyfor rural areasA batchof smallreservoirswill be built aswell
to further ensurethe sufficiency of water resourcesSolving the problem
from its root, thesemeasuresre meantto betterensurethe watersupplyfor
ruralareasandhelptheseareado betterdefendagainsdrought




1e¢ Measures to be taken

U Second, to boost water supply on a large scale

Following the principle of i e s t a b largessizadn G

projects,integratingmiddle sized projectsand reducing
small sized project®, we are extendingwater supply
pipes and networksto rural areas In this regard, we
decided to establisha batch of large sized projects
aiming to supply water over 1,000 tons per day or
servingover 10,000 peopleper day, expandthe projects
to makethem cover more rural populationsand reduce
dispersivesmallsizedwatersupplyingprojects
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1e¢ Measures to baaken

U Third, to reinforce the managementand maintenanceof the engineering
projects. Measureswill be taken to propel the unified managemeniof
countylevel water supply engineeringprojects,and to operatelarge sized
water supply engineeringprojectsin ways of operatingbusinesseand with
professionaimanagementin termsof small sizedwater supply engineering
projects,we aim to improve and perfectthe team of dedicatedpersonne,
strengthentechnical training and improve the level of professional
managemeniand maintenanceWe will establishmoreinformationizedwater
supply engineeringprojectsfor rural areasand implementthe projectsin a
smarer way, as well as createtheir digital twins, in turn improving our
capabilityin forecastwarning,predictionandpre-arrangedlanning



