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The Chinesegovernmenthasattachedgreatimportanceto the supplyof safedrinking water in rural areas

over theyearsandproceededwith thetaskby including it in thenationaldevelopmentplan. Since2000, the

Ministry of WaterResourceshasbeencompiling five-yearplansfor the supplyof safedrinking water for

Chinaôsrural areas. Theplanslist theobjectives,key tasks,engineeringprojectsunderplanandmeasuresto

be taken. The objectivesand tasks have been divided on an annual basis and been allocatedto local

governmentsto ensurethe responsibilitiesarefulfilled by governmentsat all levels. Every five yearssince

2000, countygovernmentsare requiredto compilea new five-yearplan for safedrinking watersupply in

Chinaôsrural areas. The progressof the engineeringprojects mentionedin the plans will be checked

regularlyandbeincludedin relevantassessment,sothattheplanscanbeimplementedsmoothly.
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The status quo of the supply of safe drinking water for rural 

areas in China

With years of efforts, Chinaôsrural areas have seen significant

achievementsin thesupplyof safedrinkingwaterin Chinaôsruralareas.

First, problems related to drinking water safety in Chinaôsrural

areashave beencompletely solved. In 2009, Chinaachieveda United

Nations Millennium DevelopmentGoal of ñhalvingthe number of

peoplewithout accessto safedrinkingwaterò,6 yearsaheadof schedule.

By theendof 2020, Chinahaswon thebattleof drinking watersafetyin

rural areas,which hasbeenevidencedby the fact that drinking water

containing excessiveamount of fluoride and brackish water can no

longer be seenin rural areas,farmersand herdsmenare getting water

from waterpipesratherthanwaterbuckets,andrural residentsnow have

accesstoñsafedrinkingwaterò,not justñdrinkingwaterò.

Reducetheintergenerational 

transmissionof dental fluorosis
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The status quo of the supply of safe drinking water for rural 

areas in China

Second,a complete engineering systemhas taken

shape. By the end of 2021, 827 water supply

engineeringprojectshavebeenconductedin Chinaôs

rural areas,benefitinga total of 900million residents

in rural areasandpermanentresidentsin urbanareas

below the county-level. 84% of the populationsin

rural areasnow haveaccessto tap water̂ The figure

is basedon tap water-to-householdprojectscovering

more than 100 residentsper , and projectscovering

lessthan100residentsarenot included.)



̔ả҈ ϧ

7

єᾴ Ᵽ ἑᾛẩїᾘḡᵰ

56

Third, management and maintenance methods continue to be

improved. In termsof drinking watersafetymanagementin ruralareas,the

ñresponsibilitiesfor governmentat threelevelsò(theprimary responsibility

for local peopleôsgovernments, the responsibilityof industry supervision

for county-level administrativedepartmentsfor water resources, and the

responsibilityof operationfor water supply organizations) andñrules in

three aspectsò(institutes, regulationsand budgetsfor the operationof

managementof water supply engineeringprojects in county-level rural

areas)havebeenfully establishedandplayedtheir roles. An overallpricing

andfee collectionhasbeenconductedfor 560 thousandcentralizedwater

supply projects for rural areas, eachof which coversover 100 people,

whichbooststheregularoperationof theprojects.

The status quo of the supply of safe drinking water for rural 

areas in China
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Fourth, ethnic unity has beengreatly strengthenedwith

social harmony and stability having been maintained.

Governmentsat all levels have invested more capital in

ethnic-minority areasand provided more support for the

water supply for theseareas. Our people are able to use

washingmachines,flush toiletsandsolarwaterheatersafter

getting accessto tap water. Additionally, the courtyard

economyhas bloomed as well, living conditions in rural

areashaveimproved,and peopleare getting more satisfied

with theexperienceof usingwater.
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1. Differentiated investment policies adopted.

Central-level capital has been inclined to the westernand

central parts of China, especially to special groups and

disadvantagedgroups. Preliminary statistics show that,

during 2000 to 2021, water supply engineeringprojectsin

rural China attractedthe investmentof 563 billion RMB,

220.8 billion RMB of which wascentralcapital,accounting

for 39% of thetotal investment.
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In recentyears,capitalfrom governmentsat all levelshavebeenfully usedasa

guide. Togetherwith policy banks,we have introduceda seriesof financial

policies including loan extension, lending rate reduction and lowering the

requirementfor project capitals. Thesepolicies allow us to back the water

supply engineeringprojects in rural areasand attract social capitals to be

engagedin the constructionand managementof water supply projectsin rural

projects. Water supply engineering projects in rural China attracted the

investmentof 88.1 billion RMB from January2022 to October2022, among

which governmentsat all levels contributed54.1billion RMB, accountingfor

61.4% of the total investment,while 34 billion RMB were from bank loans,

socialcapitalsandotherresources,accountingfor 38.6% of thetotal investment.

2. The investing and financing tools leveaged
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3. Inclusive and favorable policies launched.

Land use: land use in rural areas has been included in the master 

plan of land use at national level; approval procedures have been 

streamlined; land use for water supply projects in rural areas has 

been prioritized.

Electricity use: electricity used for water supply projects in rural 

areas is charged based on residential electricity rates or the rates for 

agriculture irrigation and drainage, which helps to reduce the cost 

of water supply by 15% to 30% for water lifting and irrigation 

projects.

Tax: We have waived or reduced taxes on water bill revenue 

gained from supplying water for farmer households.
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We have accelerated the procedure of the pricing and charging of 

all centralized water supply projects for rural areas. Additionally, 

maintenance funds for water supply projects for rural areas are 

included in central government subsidies. Furthermore, we provide 

adequate subsidies for projects where revenues fail to cover water 

supply costs due to the small scale of water supply, the small 

amount of population that the projects cover, high costs of 

operation and water bills. All these measures have advanced the 

regular operation of the projects and created an enabling 

environment that attracts banks to issue their loans and social 

entities to makeinvestments.

4. Supportive water rates policies unveiled
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5. Accountability policies implemented

Watersupplyprojectsfor rural areashavebeenconductedunder

the schemeof ñorganizedby the central government,taken

chargeby province-level governmentsand implementedby city

and county-level governmentsò. Before 2020, the

implementationof the schemehas beenincluded in the ñTwo

Assurancesand Three Guaranteesòassessmentfor the battle

against poverty. After 2021, it has been included in the

assessmentof cementingpoverty alleviation achievementsand

rural rejuvenation. Meanwhile,as oneof the most strict part of

waterresourceassessmentsconductedby thecentralgovernment

to local governments,it could force local bodiesto fulfill their

responsibilitiesandensureworksbecarriedoutsmoothly.



Part 3
The outlook for the supply
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ü

Take measuresto support the water supply for rural areas based on

modernizationwith Chinesecharacteristicsto advancerural-urbanintegration,

aswell asoverallrural rejuvenationanddevelopment.

üFirst, to carry out stable water sourceengineeringprojects. We plan to

uselargeandmedium-sizedreservoirs,waterdiversionandtransferprojects,

and key projectsof the nationalwater network as the water resourcesfor

watersupplyfor rural areas. A batchof small reservoirswill bebuilt aswell

to further ensurethe sufficiency of water resources. Solving the problem

from its root, thesemeasuresaremeantto betterensurethewatersupplyfor

ruralareasandhelptheseareasto betterdefendagainstdrought.
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1  ♦ ̞ Measures to be taken

ü

1

1

üSecond, to boost water supply on a large scale.

Following the principle of ñestablishinglarge sized

projects,integratingmiddle sizedprojectsand reducing

small sized projectsò, we are extendingwater supply

pipes and networks to rural areas. In this regard,we

decided to establish a batch of large sized projects

aiming to supply water over 1,000 tons per day or

servingover 10,000 peopleper day,expandthe projects

to makethemcover more rural populationsand reduce

dispersivesmallsizedwatersupplyingprojects.
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1  ♦ ̞ Measures to be taken

ü

üThird, to reinforce the managementand maintenanceof the engineering

projects. Measureswill be taken to propel the unified managementof

county-level water supply engineeringprojects,and to operatelarge sized

watersupplyengineeringprojectsin waysof operatingbusinessesandwith

professionalmanagement. In termsof small sizedwatersupplyengineering

projects,we aim to improve and perfect the teamof dedicatedpersonnels,

strengthentechnical training and improve the level of professional

managementandmaintenance. We will establishmoreinformationizedwater

supply engineeringprojectsfor rural areasand implementthe projectsin a

smarter way, as well as createtheir digital twins, in turn improving our

capabilityin forecast,warning,predictionandpre-arrangedplanning.


