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We, the Ministers and Heads of
Delegations, assembled in Turku, Finland,
on September 21, 2017 on the occasion
of the China Europe Water Platform High
Level Dialogue, are determined to jointly
address our challenges related to water

security.

We, therefore:

Recognize that water is the most critical
natural asset not only in Europe and
China, but worldwide. We have already
reached a phase where availability of
clean water can no longer be taken for
granted. Climate change together with
demographic and socio-economic
developments, such as population
growth and mass migration,
urbanization, changes in consumption
patterns may further exacerbate water
scarcity, flood risks and water pollution
unless firm actions such as developing
integrated management plans are taken
to improve water security in rivers, lakes,

groundwater and coastal waters.

Recall the fundamental role of water for
the achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). The SDG on
water embraces different uses of water,
water management and water
protection. Moreover, water is also
strongly interlinked with other, if not all,
SDGs, particularly those related to food

and energy security. Hence, water
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security is at the core of the 2030 Agenda

for Sustainable Development.

Recall that the environmerit and natural
resources are among top policy priorities

both in the European Union and in China. -

Recall that the EU-China 2020 Strategic
Agenda for Cooperation agreed to
strengthen the China Europe Water
Platform to promote water policy
dialogue, enhance joint scientific
research and business cooperation with a
view to addressing water challenges.

Recall that in the EU-China Summit joint
statement of 29 June 2015, the EU and
China agreed to reinforce their
cooperation within the framework of the
China Europe Water Platform (CEWP).

Stress the need to promote good
governance at all levels, including river
basin level, based on, inter alia, water
planning, public participation and the
sound management of physical
infrastructure and natural systems as a
means to effectively tackle the

challenges related with water security.

Declare our commitment to enhance
understanding and cooperation on water
resources policy making and overall
management, targeting research and
innovation and share advanced expertise
and technologies of water management,
boost the significance and visibility of

water resources cooperation under the
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overall framework of EU-China strategic
cooperation, and promote EU-China
long-term dialogue and cooperation on
water resources, and a joint EU-China

response to the global water crisis.

Conscious of past achievements of the
CEWP in water cooperation_between
participating EU Member States and
China in developing water policies, water
management, business opportunities and

research.

Declare our commitment to intensify our

joint efforts to advance water-related

cooperation between Europe and China

as follows:

1. We affirm our dedication to work
together in order to reach the goals
linked to water security in the 2030

Agenda for Sustainable Development.

2. We are convinced that land and sea
water resources and ecosystem
services provided by water have a
key role in green development and
circular economy, not only in
improving the efficiency of the use of
natural resources, but also as a
valuable source and a carrier of other
elements, compounds and energy.
Given the linkages between land,
rivers, coast and sea, improving the
circulation of substances and
recovery of energy requires

innovative water management
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technology.

We encourage the CEWP to fully use
the potential of the EU-China
Steering Committee for the Science
and Technology agreement as well as
the EU-China Innovation Co-
operation Dialogue to enhance joint
European-Chinese research. This
framework could cover launching of
joint pilot and demonstration
projects as well as carrying out
exchanges to advance innovative
water solutions for green
development and circular eco-based

economy.

We underscore the important role of
private enterprises and business
companies in taking concrete actions
for water and clean energy efficiency
as well as improving water security
and achieving the Sustainable

Development Goals.

We encourage the CEWP to develop
further strategic partnerships in

defined CEWP focus areas between
European and Chinese companies in
collaboration with the public sector

and research organisations.

We affirm our commitment to
strengthen the CEWP in its important
role to support the implementation

of the water-related SDGs, greening
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the development and enhancing
circular economy in Europe

and in China and beyond as well as
promoting the opportunities of
private businesses research
communities to strengthen their joint
activities for improving water

security.
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